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OBSTETRIC REPORT 
1945 . 


‘TAs REPORT deals with the cases discharged from the County 
_ Maternity Unit at Redruth Hospital during the year 1945. 
‘False alarms” of labour are excluded. 


Booked cases are cases accepted for institutional delivery, on 
account of unsuitable home conditions or on medical grounds, 
and have attended the antenatal clinics. ‘Emergency cases are 
all cases admitted. direct who had not been under antenatal 
supervision in the clinics. 


During the year 630 women were discharged from the ward. 
In addition 18 women were discharged undelivered and re- 
admitted. Three emergency women discharged themselves and 
were re-admitted later at the request of their doctor. Two of 
these were delivered and the third again discharged herself 
undelivered. Fourteen booked women were admitted for ante- 
natal treatment, one on two occasions, and were subsequently 
delivered. One woman who had been treated antenatally was 
re-admitted postnatally after delivery at home. Thus there were 
649 discharges from the Unit. 


Booked Emergency Total 
P M RP Me gee M 


Delivered in Hospital ... 158 253 Rios Th) 235 332 
Antenatal only Yen 4 2 6 9 10." 
Postnatal admissions ... 2 14 6° 8 25 
Abortions ef 9 0 4 0 5 0 9 


164 273 89 104 253 377 


ANTENATAL ADMISSIONS 


The following table shows all cases admitted during the year 
for treatment of complications of pregnancy. 


Booked Cases 62. Emergency Cases 92. 
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POSTNATAL ADMISSIONS. 


During the year there were 33 women admitted after delivery. 


The reasons for admission were :— 
BOOKED CASES :— 
Primiparae 2 Multiparae 14 


Delivered at home and admitted for nursing. 


EMERGENCY CASES :— 


Primiparae Multiparae Total 
Unsuitable home conditions ae 7 9° 
Retained placenta 2 1 3 
Postpartum hemorrhage 1 1 2 
Premature babies — 2 2 
Perineal tear i — | 

6) re! iG 
ABORTIONS. 


Threatened abortions admitted for treatment are included in the table 
of antenatal admissions. 


There were two inevitable abortions in booked multiparae, and three 


in emergency multiparae. One emergency multipara was admitted 
‘with a missed abortion. Details of therapeutic abortions are appended, 
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FIBROIDS AND PREGNANCY. 


_ There was one booked primipara admitted with fibroids in pregnancy. — 


11935 Aged 44 para O Normal delivery after 8 hours labour. 


é 


OVARIAN CYST AND PREGNANCY. 


There were two emergency primiparae admitted with ovarian cysts 


in pregnancy. 


11300 Aged 24 para 0 Admitted early in labour with an 
ovarian dermoid cyst in the pelvis. 
Delivered by lower segment Ces- 
arean section and ovarian cyst 
removed. 


14503 Aged 22 para 0 Admitted at 26 weeks with a par- 
ovarian cyst in the pouch of 
Douglas. Cyst removed and 
pregnancy continued normally. 
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ANTPEPARTUM HAMORRHAGE. 


A case is only classified as Placenta Preevia when. there is definite 
evidence by palpation of the edge of the placenta that it was attached 
in the lower uterine segment. 


Cases of concealed hemorrhage or those in which on examination of 
the lower uterine segment under anzsthesia no placenta was felt are 
classified as accidental haemorrhage. 


All cases in which no complete examination of the lower uterine 
segment was made are grouped under the heading antepartum heemorr- 
hage of unknown origin. 


PLACENTA PRAEVIA. 


Cases are classified as: 


Ist degree When the edge is felt in the lower uterine segment but 
does not reach the internal os. 


2nd degree When the edge of the placenta reaches the internal os 
but does not cover it. 


3rd degree When the placenta completely covers the internal os 
when closed but not when fully dilated. 


4th degree When the placenta completely covers the fully dilated os. 
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INDUCTION > 


The following tables give details of cases 
addition one case of severe pre-eclamptic toxaemia 


TABLE 1X. — INDUCTION OF LABOUR 
| | A — BOOKED 


| 
Og 5 
fs) wos Oe Highest 
No. & ie By Condition on Progress Method of B.P. exclud- 
a ays admission | induction | ing labour 
A isg 8 
39 | 
S é 
! 
II059 | 21 o : 37 | No oedema, albumin | No improvement Drugs 170/114 
trace. B.P. 150/100 
4557 | 27: 1: 38 |Oedema of legs, alb. No improvement Drugs 150/106 


2/1000, B.P. 150/95 
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OF LABOUR 


induced and the reason for the induction. In 
was delivered by Caesarean section. 


4 OR. PRE-ECLAMPTIC TOXAEMIA 


CASES 
Albumin | 3 Days in hos-| ot) 
umin ays in hos- Result - 
p< On et On aaa of rage Of) pital before | ~ -. Remarks 
_ discharge ischarge | induction abour delivery 
C bf 
I 50/106 Statim 70 hrs. 24 1 ol W 


110/74 © Statim ro hrs. 17 L:L 
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A — BOOKED 


of 
oq 
e) 
© 8 | Bro Condition on ; Method of _—— 
No. <a a |s¢ admission Progress © | induction * 
ce | jake 
| 
11487 | 32: 2:38] Oedema of feet, alb. trace No improvement Drugs 
: : B.P, 154/100 
5989 141: 9 : 37| Oedema nil, alb. trace | No improvement Drugs 
: : B.P. 170/110 A.R.M. 
5507 135: I : 36] Oedema of feet, alb. trace No improvement Drugs 
A ett MEER a : BHP. 170/100 
7490 |31: 1 :36| Oedema nil, alb. 4/1000 | No improvement A.R.M. 
Wied B.P. 150/110 
12076 137: 2:7: 36] Oedema nil, alb. nil B.P. rising Drugs 
ayo : : B.P 4 164/110. A.R.M. 
£2253 1 37.2) Tee37 | Oedema)of-feet,*alb, No improvement Drugs 
ee : 34/1000, B.P.170/100 
12545 130: 0 : 36] Oedema nil, alb. nil, B.P. rising Drugs 
Pret poe 4 B;P.. 5834/84 . 
13298 | 32:. 0 : 36] Oedema of legs, alb.trace | No improvement A.R.M. 
: eae. B.P. 130/70 
12432 | 33: lab : 32 | Oedema of legs, alb. nil B.P. rising Drugs 
: B.P. 150/102 albumin appeared A.R.M. 
8269 |43: 2.:35| Oedema of feet, alb.trace | No improvement A.R.M. 
: : B.P. 200/100 
13992 |25: 0 :37| Oedema nil, alb. trace | _ At term Drugs 
~|—- +b : B.P, 150/110 
14316 | 22: o : 38| Oedema of feet, alb.trace No improvement A.R.M, 
; : B.P. 154/94 
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~CASES ne continued s 


Highest B.P.| ra é 5 >| Result 
excluding | Albumin B.P. on .}| Length of |Length of |", ‘3 9 | 
labour fon discharge| discharge | induction labour [7-4 Remarks 
Pa P f a) . 
mero! M:C 
Q Py 
180/110 Nil 150/100 Statim 22 hrs. Rete op 
180/118 Nil 140/108 4- hr, 3 hrs Io : E -L 
174/100 | Nil 140/100 Statim 4 hrs 25 Bia : Te 
164/120 Nil 130/90 72 hrs. 14 hrs. | ‘22: LiL 
190/136 Nil 144/106 24 hrs. too hrs 28: L -L Previous... - 
; : stillbirth 
178/120 Nil 140/102 Statim 74 hrs 29) Ls? eee 
180/110 Nil 132/78 48 hrs. 13 hrs 29°; -L : SB Intrapartum 
: : eclampsia 
130/82 Nil 120/80 4 hrs. 24 hrs °8: .L:L, | Morbid: ~ « 
180/118 Nil - 120/80 96 hrs. 48 hrs 44 : L:SB Forceps. deliver 
220/140 Nil »120/80 52° hrs. 3 hrs FS NS Osi ts 
156/96 Nil 110/66.- - | ~Statim 24 hrs; 19 : aL 1. 
154/94 CEN Ie 128/86 6 hrs. to hrs 8 . oL ‘TL, 


B — EMERGENCY 


| 
Og ; 
No aes ee Condition on Method of B at aoe # 
< iv 5 E admission Progress induction ing labour 
3 
3 a 
: ‘| 28: .3 : 40 |Oedema legs & abdomen} BP. rising _ ARM. 168/17 
euaee Ae : Alb. 8/1000, B.P.155/90 = | Saba 
1337011035 410 > 31 Oedema face, legs, Alb.| B.P. rising A.R.M, 200/130 
22 egies ace n DLe el 70) 1O0rs 
11866 | 31: 0 : 40 |Oedema feet, Alb. 1/1000] At term Drugs 184/110 
“| : BoP.2154/120 
11474 | 26 :| © : 32 |Oedema face, Alb. No improvement| A.R.M. 220/150: . 
P| : 3.5/1000, B.P. 220/150 
T1958 | 30: / I : 39 {Oedema feet, Alb. 5/1000] At term P Drugs 184/124 
a ae B.P. 180/125 : : 
11683 | 36 :| 3 : 34 |Oedema nil, Alb. trace,| B.P, rising A.R.M. 170/110 
a : B.P. 150/90 
12473 | 37 :| 2 : 37 |Oedema to waist. Alb. | No improvement| A.R.M. 240/170 
no 2 ie ort 6/1000, B.P. 230/140 
12539 | 22 :, © ; 30 }Oedema legs, Alb. No improvement} A.R.M. | 180/130 
! 7h ie -3.5/1000, B.P. 175/125 
13158 | 46 :' 2 : 35 |General oedema, Alb. Visual A.R.M. 240/170 
Renee | : - 18/1000, B.P. 240/170 disturbance aac 
13076 | 20 :, 0 : 40 |Oedema nil, Alb. trace,| At term Drugs 174/114 
ay | ’ Bibs 170/410 
I310t | 30 :. o : 36 |General oedema, Alb. No improvement Drugs 218/150 
at 78 4.5/1000, B.P. 218/150 A.R.M. 
13221 | 37 : I :°36 |Oedema legs, Alb. 6/1000] No improvement} A.R.M. 200/140 
Pitas B.P. 200/140 
13083 | 33: o : 36 |Oedema to waist. Alb: B.P. rising — Drugs 220/160 
uP a4) le4/1000,-B.P.188{120 | A.R.M. 
13322 | 41 :; t : 28 |Oedema legs, Alb. No improvement A.R.M. 192/116 


-1.5/1000, B.P. 184/110 
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CASES 


Albumin 
on 
discharge 


Trace 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

Trace 
Nil 
Nil ° 
Nil 

2/1000 
Nil 
Nil 


: : 


BP. on 
admission 


138/98 
124/88 
148/100 
132/92 
140/106 
132/90 
156/118 
126/78 . 
"130/80 


120/90 


142/94 


132/94 
140/106 


4 hr. 
52 hrs. 
Statim 
24 brs. 
Statim 
to hrs. 
9 hrs. 
4 hrs. 
23 hrs. 
Statim 
22 Dts. 
24 hrs. 
96 hrs. 


40. hrs. 


Length of|Length of 
- induction 


labour 


1 hr. 
22ers: 
15 hrs. 
to hrs. 


9g hrs. 


_ 34 hrs. 
74 «brs. 


7 hrs, 


2 hrs. 


24 hrs. 


to4 hrs. 


13 hrs. 
28 hrs, 


74 hrs. 


25° 


Days in hos- 


pital before 
delivery 


w 
I Geeta te eee ee ee es Ci ee rane 


Lal 
n 


37 : 


a3 


16: 


Result 


Remarks 


Postpartum 
eclampsia. 


Oedema of 
retina. 


Morbid. 


B — EMERGENCY 


e Highest 
° a : es 
o| § | pe Condition on Progress Method of BP wexclad: 
< A a re admission induction ing labour 
33 ah 
a 
25 : 2 : 40|General oedema, Alb. At term A.R.M. 200/140 
: : 18/1000, B.P. 200/140 
40 : I : 37 |General oedema, Alb. nil] At term Drugs 190/140 
: : B.P. 190/140 
33: 4 : 34 |General oedema, Alb. Post-eclampsia, Drugs 158/110 
: : 4/1000, B.P. 158/100 
23: 0 : 34:|Oedema legs, Alb. 6/1000) Albumin A.R.M. 200/118 
E : BP,-200/ 558 increasing 
29: : 34 |General: oedema, Alb. No improvement A.R.M. 160/90 


0.5/1000, B.P. 160/90 


26 


CASES — continued © 


38. 
‘, Aa | & 
Albumin | =p. on |Length of|Length of a3 8| 2 ~ 
_ on Anges eaducti at ag on Remarks 
discharge admission nduction | a Our S38 fY: = 
As. 
Trace 120/84 14 ‘hrs, i 4 arse 32Le.L 
Nil 130/80_ Statim 11 hrs. 25 :-L:L | Face delivery. 
Nil 124/84 Statim to} hrs. 5 :L:SB Breech ae ae 
ste” delivery. 
Nil 130/90 76 hrs. 13 hrs. 16310: 1. 
‘Nil 116/80 24 hrs, 6 hrs. 4:01) 
; a | 
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CAESAREAN SECTION 


Caesarean section was performed 7 times, 8 being booked 


and 4 emergency cases. 


Incidence of Caesarean section in booked cases 


Incidence of Caesarean section in emergency cases 


= 2.5% 
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FORCEPS DELIVERIES 


There were 30 deliveries by forceps. 10 cases were 


booked and 20 were emergencies. bi 


Incidence of forceps deliveries in booked cases 
= 24% 


Incidence of forceps deliveries in emergency cases 
Stel OAS 7 


Incidence of forceps deliveries in all cases 
= 5.8%, 
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TABLE XXII — 
A — BOOKED 


Quantity 
in first 


24 hours 


B — EMERGENCY 


fe | Fits _ Urine 
: LA ze TR ca nad ete S . ae Sa Pia so 5 : 
be =e i 
© cs E. | Condition © g | a Albumin on | 
No. oa Gye. te on - = ats Onset oe LG 
= | admission | © iS he Admission | Discharge 
12545 |30 : .O : 40] Conscious oO ei sets Nil | Nil | | 
Pee __ Fits Urine - 
ogee 2 We sae Ss 14 Gee 
u, ‘g | ‘& | Condition © 9 oa Onset Albumin on 
No. < A, s on LQ 5 rice 
| St | admission na 5 | “A Admission | _ Discharge 
; Dr ae COS Savers ie 
11045 |28 : 13 : 40] Conscious O “6 } Postpartum 8/1000 Trace : 
12801 |21 0 : 37| Unconcious} 6 6 Antepartum 24 /1000 — 
Kt2007 Viger: lo : 40} Conscious oO 2 (Intrapartum 18/1000 | Nil 
14251 |41 : |8 : 40; Conscious O 1 | Postpartum Nil | Nil 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 44 iu 


co | Quantity 
; in first 
24 hours 


uc) 
t+ 
wn 


iCLAMPSIA 


CASES 


ee 
A |.aS p 
. Highest — q.oo| Type of Result 
Oedema Bie Headache ah cs 3 | delivery Remarks 
Be Bo Mes.G 
age 
Slight of | 180/110 | No Nil : 30 Forceps ee Ses | Drug 
feet : iis induction. 
CASES 
er Ek = 
OQ wy 
6 BS 
a qae Type of Result 
Oedema Highest Headache } ‘: ne delivery Remarks 
B.P. ees = Me tcC 
ae Ao | 
Feet and 168/114 No, : INGE ats Normal L L )\| Twins. 
abdomen L. || Morbid, 
Face and 204/154 No Nil I Forceps D SB | Induction. 
hands ; : 
Face and 210/160 Frontal wed fe) Forceps (BP Sones Morbid. 
hands : | 
Nil 170/110 No Nil : 31 Normal 1B ADS: ! Twins. 
: 2 gt 
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PERINEAL TEARS 


Perineal tears following delivery occurred as under — 
Booked primiparae 68 in 158 vaginal deliveries = 43% 
| Booked multiparae 43 in 250 vaginal deliveries = 17% 


'Emergency primiparae 40 in 75: vaginal deliveries =53% 


|Emergency multiparae 9 in 77 vaginal deliveries = 12% 


| 

i 
poo Ss Se 160° in 560 vaginal deliveries = 28% 
pre ae ae a ‘(ie | 

‘ ea: 
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Byrom otortrY OF , PATIENTS. 


-The following table gives details of all cases which were notifiably 
morbid in the wards. A patient is considered morbid when the temper- 
ature of 100.4° is maintained for a full twenty-four hours or recurs 
within twenty-four hours. A catheter specimen and high vaginal swab 
is taken on all cases which have a temperature over 100°, or in which 


a temperature of 99.4° recurs on two successive days. 


Morbidity of booked cases. 
Deaths not included below 1 
Pyrexia 15 


16 = 3.9%. 


Morbidity of emergency cases. 


Deaths not included below 3 
Pyrexia 15 


18 = 11.5%. 


Morbidity of all deliveries. 


Deaths not included below 4 
Pyrexia 30 


34 = 6.0%. 
In addition two emergency cases admitted after delivery were 


morbid in the puerperium from uterine infection. 
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/PUERPERAL’ INSANITY» 


An emergency multipara (14284) admitted with an anencephalic 
foetus developed a confusional insanity on the 4th day after delivery 
but recovered after a week. She also was morbid with a urinary 
infection. 


MATERNAL DEATHS. 


Booked. i 

12272. Aged 34, para 5. Treated antenatally for varicose ulcer- 
ation of the legs. Readmitted for delivery. Precipitate labour. Ex- 
cessive bleeding during the 3rd stage and after delivery of the placenta. 
Collapsed shortly afterwards and died one hour later. - Post-mortem— 
tear in the uterine muscle about the level of the internal os. 
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Emergency. 


11585. Aged 38, para 1. Admitted with a history of 4 weeks oedema 
of legs, hands and face, blurred vision and sickness for one day. Gen- 
eralised oedema to waist. B.P. 190/120. Albumin in urine + +, 
Slight bleeding 6 hours after admission with signs of concealed 
haemorrhage. Died undelivered 16% hours after admission. Post- 
‘mortem —severe toxaemia of pregnancy. 


12801. Aged 21, para 0. Admitted with a history of eclamptic fits 
for 24 hours. B.P. 200/156. Albumin in urine 24/1000. Onset of 
labour 34 hours after admission. Delivered by low forceps after 16 
hours. Condition deteriorated and death 13 hours after delivery. 
Post-mortem—toxaemia of pregnancy associated with eclampsia. 


12749. Aged 48, para 7. Admitted with antepartum haemorrhage, 
B.P. 180/140. Albumin in urine 0.5/1000. Severe bleeding 13 days 
later. Given 14 pints of plasma and two pints of blood. Placenta 
expelled. 2 days later the breech appeared at the vulva and the patient 
collapsed and died. Post-mortem— Rupture of uterus into right broad 
ligament. 


13322. Aged 25, para 1. Admitted with pre-elamptic toxaema. 
B.P. 184/110. Albumin in urine 1.5/1000. Oedema of legs. No im- 
provement during next 14 days so induction by artificial rupture of 
membranes. . Delivery of a stillborn baby 2 days later. Became mor- 
bid on 8rd day. Vaginal swap showed staphylococci only. Urine had 
a growth of Bacillus Coli. Haemoglobin 41%. Given one pint blood 
transfusion. Had 8 fits following day and general condition deterior- 
ated during the next 11 days until she died. Post-mortem refused. 


13489. Aged 39, para 0. Admitted with pre-eclamptic toxaemia. 
B.P. 170/108, with no albuminuria. No improvement over the next 
26 days when she started labour spontaneously. 6 days later delivered 
’ with forceps after perforation of the foetal skull. Died 4 days later. 
Post-mortem—bilateral broncho-pneumonia. 
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INFANT REPORT 


During the year there were 581 babies born. Details of all premature 
babies born alive (54 lbs. weight or less) are appended in the following 
table. There were 5 deaths of premature babies out of a total of 49° 
premature babies—including cases admitted after delivery. 
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STILLBIRTHS 


There were 42 stillbirths during the year. 


| per 1000 total births, 
Booked primiparae 5 per 160 total births= 31.3 


Booked multiparae 10 per 257 total births= 38.9 
Emergency primiparae 68 per 80 total births=100.0 


Emergency multiparae 19 per 84 total births =226.0 


Total 42 per 581 total births= 65.8 
(excluding foetal abnormalities 38 per 577 total births= 65.8 
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NEONATAL DEATHS 


There were 7 neonatal deaths during the year. 3 were babies — 
admitted after delivery. Neonatal death rate 7 in 581 live 
births = 12.0 per 1,000 live births. 
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OPHTHALMIC NEONATORUM 


There were two cases of ophthalmic neonatorum in booked 
multipare, in one of which the gonococcus found. Both cases 
were clear on discharge. 
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